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(54) PACKET TRANSMISSION METHOD AND UNIT 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a packet transfer 
unit that reduces a processing load at node-ware transfer. 
SOLUTION: An input buffer 1 1 temporarily stores a 
received packet and an address acquisition section 1 2 
acquires information required for transfer. A retrieval 
circuit 13 uses the extracted destination address to 
retrieve a retrieval table 14. The retrieval circuit 13 uses 
the destination address for a key to extract output 
information. In this case, a maximum stack layer number M 
with respect to a packet group having a certain destination 
is designated. A packet capsulated by a label insertion 
circuit 15 is transferred to a desired output destination port 
via a switch section 1 6. 
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